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H Dear Readers! H

:The members of the U.S. National Executive Board of Plast, Ukrainian Scouting:
10rganization, invite you to read our renewed "Plastova Vatra" - Plast Campfire pub- |
:lication. After a long pause, we are bringing it to our readers, in order to introduce !
Iyou to some of our youth activities, training seminars and acquaint you with some
1of our most interesting members. Since the election of a new National Executive !
1Board in October 2005, we have strived to organize various camps and numerous |
:yearly activities. We urge those parents with young children, to enroll them in Plast, !
Iwhere they will not only gain character and leadership skills, but also will benefity
:from being in a Ukrainian environment. :
1 1
:For more information on Plast, its year-round activities, camps or membership:
:requirements, log on to www.plastusa.org.

SKOB!

The National Executive Board of

1
1
1
1
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:
Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, U.S.A. :
1
ol

2006 marked the 120th anniversary of Plast’s Founder

Dr. Oleksander Tysovsky, founder of Plast, was born
in 1886 in Lviv, Ukraine. Often referred to as “DrOT”
by Plast members, Dr. Tysovksy became interested in
scouting after reading Lord Bayden Powell’s book
Scouting for Boys. He saw great potential in an organ-
ization that would utilize scouting principles while
retaining a distinct Ukrainian character. The year
2006 marked the 120th anniversary of his birth and
prompted reflection from Plast members worldwide
on his incredible dedication to scouting and Ukraine.
As a student and teacher at Lviv University in
Ukraine, then in numerous other European cities, Dr.
Tysovsky studied many disciplines. Among them philosophy, sociology and
natural sciences. He also taught biology. A year after he earned his doctor-
ate (1910) he founded Plast, along with other Ukrainian scouting enthusiasts.
His life is truly inspirational and his many published works - specifically
Zhyttia v Plasti (Life in Plast) - serve as a guide for all members of our organ-
ization.

Archive Photo

Astronaut brings Plast scout emblem on space journey
As the first Ukrainian-American astronaut into

space aboard the shuttle Atlantis, Heidemarie
Stefanyshyn-Piper, of St. Paul Minnesota, realized a life-
long dream and brought along with her a little memento
from her city’s Plast group - a Plast scout emblem (liley-
ka). It was here in Minnesota, that Commander Piper was
active in the broader Ukrainian community in addition to
Plast, where she served as a counselor in her local branch.
We at the Plast U.S. National Executive Board congratu-
late Heidi on achieving her goals and safely and success-
fully completing the Atlantis mission, and are very proud " cwes Pl Shliakh

Stefanyshyn-Piper

of all of her accomplishments.

Meet Our Members: Bohdan Pechenyak

“Lisovi Chorty” fraternity member Bohdan, who
hails from Lviv, Ukraine has been living in Philadelphia
for the last couple of years and studying sociology at
Arcadia University. Although Bohdan is a full-time stu-
dent, he is the U.S. Plast Starshi Plastuny (Young Adult)
Scout Leader. After graduation, he plans to find work in
Ukraine and continue his studies by pursuing a master’s
degree. His proposal for a slogan for Plast for the year
2006 was “Change Comes From You” (Zmina
Pochynayetsia vid Tebe). This seemed appropriate, Bohdan explains, since
2005’s catchphrase was “Razom Nas Bahato” (Together We Are Many). “I
wanted to think of a slogan that would continue the theme of change and rev-
olution and which would apply to every one of us.”

Photo courtesy
B. Pechenyak

A look at a year’s worth of Plast activities

The Plast activity roster begins with every school year in September,
with opening ceremonies at all U.S. branches. The organization’s youth -
novatstvo (ages 7-11) and yunatstvo (ages 11-17) prepare for merit badge chal-
lenges, day trips (prohulky) and various weekly meetings with their counselors
(vykhovnyky). In October, yunatstvo visits the UNA’s “Soyuzivka” resort for
an annual weekend of challenges known as “Orlykiada,” founded by the Plast

1 |fraternity “Orlykivtsi.” Each branch’s participants are judged on their creativi-

ty and knowledge of a selected theme (“Ecology of Ukraine” was the theme for
2006). In November, branches often recognize the November Days
(Lystopadovi Rokovyny) with official gatherings in uniform and with various
remembrances. The end of fall has yunatstvo counting down the days until the
annual ski camp in upstate New York organized by the Plast fraternity
“Burlaky.”

Novatstvo from the New York Plast branch and Yonkers Plast group at “Sviato Yuriya™ 2006 in Hartsdale, N.Y.
Photo courtesy L. Lopatysnky
This camp, and the 10-year-old Winter Adventure Camp in the Adirondacks
(Zymovyj Tabir), led by the “Lisovi Chorty” fraternity, have become favorites
among the teenage Plast members.

In December, St. Nicholas pays a visit to various Plast branches where
novatstvo and their counselors often stage plays to welcome him. During the
Christmas season plastuny like to go caroling. They also gather in their branch
headquarters for “Svichechka” - a symbolic lighting of candles and caroling to
usher in the season. Some branches organize ski outings for their members and
families and friends, while others stage maskarady (masquerades) for

Members of the Cleveland Plast branch at their annual ski trip to Peek ‘n Peak, NY.
Photo courtesy of the Cleveland branch’s web site

novatstvo where they enact a magical story before an audience. In March,
many branches commemorate the birth of Ukraine’s bard and poet, Taras
Shevchenko, and prepare younger and older youths for “Sviato Yuriya” (Feast
of St. George) which usually takes place in May. This event, a three-day week-
end (for the 11-17 year olds), is an outdoor education competition, in honor of
the patron of Plast - St. George - whose heroic life serves as an example for
Plast youth.

From June-August Plast members have an array of summer camps, special-
ty camps and training seminars to choose from, where knowledge gained from
an entire year of activities is put to the test.

This page was prepared by Halyna Kuzyszyn-Holubec, press secretary
for the U.S. Plast Ukrainian Scouting National Board
pressa@plastusa
Tllustrations were provided by Olenka Czerwoniak-Terlecky].
Both are members of the “Lisovi Mavky” Plast sorority.
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